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SDGs and the commons: From a central missing topic
towards recognition via national implementations?
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Abstract

The commons, as a term, has been central in the development of the concept ‘sustainable
development’ in the 1980s. Yet, despite the powerful research advancing the commons
scholarship since then, the term has disappeared from the formulations of the millennium and
later sustainable development goals (MDGs and SDGs) that have been shaping policies and
action on the ground. Applying an institutional-discursive analysis we first establish the trends
in the SDGs discourse and bring forward the potential explanations for these trends. Then we
provide an example of how in fact the commons discourse nevertheless enters the policy arena
via national implementation of the SDGs. For this we uncover the latest iterations in the
science-policy developments in Switzerland as an empirical illustration. We reflect on what our
findings and conceptualizations mean for the broader commons scholarship and practice.
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